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57 ABSTRACT

An elevator display device has a light-emitting display unit, a
resin cover, and a metallic tone film. The resin cover is dis-
posed in front of the light-emitting display unit so as to cover
the light-emitting display unit, and transmits light from the
light-emitting display unit. The metallic tone film is disposed
on the cover, and transmits the light from the light-emitting
display unit. The metallic tone film is made of a nano-layered
film that is optically designed to have a metallic sheen.

6 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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ELEVATOR DISPLAY DEVICE WITH A
METALLIC TONE FILM

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an elevator display device
for a landing operating panel, a car operating panel, or a
position indicator, for example.

BACKGROUND ART

In conventional metallic tone decorative sheets, a mirror
mode ink is printed on a transparent resin film. A transparent
window portion on which the mirror mode ink is not printed
is disposed on a portion that transmits light (see Patent Lit-
erature 1, for example).

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

[Patent Literature 1]
Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 2009-66971 (Gazette)

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Problem to be Solved by the Invention

In conventional metallic tone decorative sheets such as that
described above, a step of applying windowed printing on the
transparent resin film is required, increasing manufacturing
costs. Since the transparent window portion cannot be given
a metallic tone, the entire decorative design surface cannot be
given a metallic tone uniformly.

The present invention aims to solve the above problems
and an object of the present invention is to provide an elevator
display device that can improve decorative design by
enabling an entire decorative design surface to be given a
metallic tone uniformly while enabling cost reductions.

Means for Solving the Problem

In order to achieve the above object, according to one
aspect of the present invention, there is provided an elevator
display device including: a light-emitting display unit; a resin
cover that is disposed in front of the light-emitting display
unit so as to cover the light-emitting display unit, and that
transmits light from the light-emitting display unit; and a
metallic tone film that is disposed on the cover, that is made of
anano-layered film that is optically designed to have a metal-
lic sheen, and that transmits the light from the light-emitting
display unit.

Effects of the Invention

In an elevator display device according to the present
invention, because the metallic tone film that transmits the
light from the light-emitting display unit is disposed on the
cover, windowed printing is not performed and the entire
decorative design surface can be given a metallic tone uni-
formly, enabling decorative design to be improved while
enabling cost reductions.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a front elevation that shows a state when a landing
operating panel according to Embodiment 1 of the present
invention is unlit;
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FIG. 2 is a front elevation that shows a state when the
landing operating panel from FIG. 1 is lit;

FIG. 3 is a cross section that is taken along line III-1II in
FIG. 1,

FIG. 4 is a front elevation that shows a state when a landing
operating panel according to Embodiment 2 of the present
invention is unlit;

FIG. 5 is a front elevation that shows a state when the
landing operating panel from FIG. 4 is lit;

FIG. 6 is a cross section that is taken along line VI-VI in
FIG. 4; and

FIG. 7 is a front elevation that shows a state when a landing
operating panel according to Embodiment 3 of the present
invention is unlit.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Preferred embodiments of the present invention will now
be explained with reference to the drawings.
Embodiment 1

FIG. 1is a front elevation that shows a state when a landing
operating panel according to Embodiment 1 of the present
invention is unlit, FIG. 2 is a front elevation that shows a state
when the landing operating panel from FIG. 1 is lit, and FIG.
3 is a cross section that is taken along line III-I1I in FIG. 1.

Inthe figure, a surface plate 1 is disposed on a front surface
of a landing operating panel. An upward call button 2 and a
downward call button 3 for registering calls are disposed on
the surface plate 1. A plurality of light-emitting display units
4 are disposed behind the surface plate 1. The light-emitting
display units 4 are disposed so as to line up vertically. The
respective light-emitting display units 4 have a plurality of
light sources (light-emitting diodes (LEDs), etc.), and display
direction of car movement (arrows) or car position (floor
numbers), etc., by emitting light.

The surface plate 1 has: a resin cover (a base resin) 5; and
a metallic tone film 6 that is disposed on a front surface of the
cover 5. The cover 5 is disposed in front of the light-emitting
display units 4 so as to cover the light-emitting display units
4, and transmits the light from the light-emitting display units
4. In this example, the cover 5 is constituted by a resin that is
not completely transparent, but that is toned smoke gray, and
transmits the light from the light-emitting display units 4 at a
predetermined ratio. The light-emitting display units 4 face a
back surface of the cover 5 so as to be spaced apart from it.

The metallic tone film 6 is insert molded into or affixed to
the cover 5. The metallic tone film 6 is made of'a nano-layered
film that is optically designed so as to have a metallic sheen
(and texture), and transmits the light from the light-emitting
display units 4. In other words, the metallic tone film 6 trans-
mits the light from the light-emitting display units 4 at a
predetermined ratio while reflecting external light, like a
semitransparent mirror.

A polyester film in which several hundred to several thou-
sand heterologous polymer layers that have individually con-
trolled layer thicknesses are stacked with high precision (“PI-
CASUS” (product name) manufactured by Toray Industries,
Inc., for example) can be used as such the metallic tone film
6.

Ifa cover 5 that has comparatively high light transmittance
(i.e., that is close to transparent) is used, then it is preferable
to use a metallic tone film 6 that has a lower light transmit-
tance. Conversely, if a metallic tone film 6 that has a lower
light transmittance is used, then it is preferable to use a cover
5 that has a comparatively high light transmittance, and in that
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case the cover 5 may also be transparent. If a metallic tone
film 6 that has a comparatively high light transmittance (that
is closer to transparent) is used, then it is preferable to use a
cover 5 that has a lower light transmittance. By selecting such
a combination, the light from the light-emitting display units
4 can be transmitted toward the landing while bringing the
overall texture of the surface plate 1 close to that of metal.

In alanding operating panel of this kind, because the metal-
lic tone film 6 that transmits the light from the light-emitting
display units 4 is disposed on the front surface of the cover 5,
windowed printing is not performed and the entire decorative
design surface can be given a metallic tone uniformly,
enabling decorative design to be improved while enabling
cost reductions.

The metallic tone film 6 will not peel or split and is superior
in durability compared to when vapor deposited films are
used, making it also suitable for display devices that have
buttons 2 and 3, as do landing operating panels.

In addition, in elevator display devices, since the content
that is displayed by a single light-emitting display unit 4 often
changes, as it does in car position displays, it is necessary to
increase the window portions when windowed printing is
performed, and boundary lines of the window portions are
visible, reducing decorative design. However, in the configu-
ration according to Embodiment 1, windowed printing is not
required, and boundary lines are not visible, making it par-
ticularly effective in elevator display devices in which dis-
played content changes.

In the configuration according to Embodiment 1, since
windowed printing is not performed, the entire surface plate 1
is able to transmit light. Because of this, parts inside the
landing operating panel can be seen from outside the landing
operating panel by shining a strong light on an outer side or an
inner side of the surface plate 1. Thus, confirmation of the
presence or absence of pinching of wiring during installation,
confirmation of switch settings, etc., can be performed,
enabling installation and maintenance to be improved.

In Embodiment 1, because a smoke gray cover 5 is used, a
sheen and feel of stainless steel can be imparted to the surface
plate 1. A sheen and feel of aluminum can also be imparted to
the surface plate 1 by using a smoke gray cover 5 and matt
finishing the surface of the metallic tone film 6.
Embodiment 2

Next, FIG. 4 is a front elevation that shows a state when a
landing operating panel according to Embodiment 2 of the
present invention is unlit, FIG. 5 is a front elevation that
shows a state when the landing operating panel from FIG. 4 is
lit, and FIG. 6 is a cross section that is taken along line VI-VI
in FIG. 4.

In the figures, a remote controller light-receiving portion (a
remote controller light-receiving element) 7 that receives an
optical signal from a remote controller (not shown) that is
disposed outside the landing operating panel is disposed in a
space behind a cover 5. In this example, the remote controller
light-receiving portion 7 is disposed on a circuit board 4a of
a light-emitting display unit 4. A remote controller opera-
tional state display portion 8 that performs a light-emitting
display in response to a light-receiving state of the optical
signal at the remote controller light-receiving portion 7 is also
disposed on the light-emitting display unit 4. The rest of the
configuration is similar or identical to that of Embodiment 1.

In a landing operating panel of this kind, infrared light from
the remote controller is transmitted through the metallic tone
film 6 and the cover 5 from the landing and is input to the
remote controller light-receiving portion 7. Equipment inside
the landing operating panel or other equipment is thereby
operated, and the operational state thereof is displayed by
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light being emitted by the remote controller operational state
display portion 8. The light from the remote controller opera-
tional state display portion 8 is transmitted to the landing side.

Thus, because the metallic tone film 6 that transmits the
light from the light-emitting display unit 4 is disposed on the
front surface of the cover 5, not only the light-emitting display
unit 4 but also the remote controller light-receiving portion 7
can be disposed in the space behind the cover 5 without
having to perform windowed printing. Because of this, the
remote controller light-receiving portion 7 can be installed in
any position behind the cover 5 without being subjected to
constraints on decorative design.

Because the remote controller operational state display
portion 8 is disposed on the light-emitting display unit 4, the
remote controller operational state display portion 8 can also
be disposed in the space behind the cover 5 without having to
perform windowed printing. Because of this, the remote con-
troller operational state display portion 8 can be installed in
any position behind the cover 5 without being subjected to
constraints on decorative design.

Embodiment 3

Next, FIG. 7 is a front elevation that shows a state when a
landing operating panel according to Embodiment 3 of the
present invention is unlit. In the figure, a plurality of mainte-
nance lights 9 that illuminate inside of a space behind a cover
5 are disposed in that space. A maintenance light 9 that
illuminates downward from an upper end portion inside a
landing operating panel, and a maintenance light 9 that illu-
minates upward from a lower end portion inside the landing
operating panel are used in this example. The rest of the
configuration is similar or identical to that of Embodiment 1
or 2.

In a landing operating panel of this kind, parts inside the
landing operating panel can be seen from outside the landing
operating panel by shining a strong light into the space behind
a cover 5 using the maintenance lights 9. Thus, confirmation
of'the presence or absence of pinching of wiring during instal-
lation, confirmation of switch settings, etc., can be performed
easily, enabling installation and maintenance to be improved.

Moreover, in Embodiment 3, the maintenance lights 9 are
not limited in number or position, and can be disposed at any
position at which visual confirmation is required. For
example, maintenance lights 9 may also be disposed at four
corners of the space behind the cover 5, or disposed only on
the upper end portion, or disposed only on the lower end
portion.

In Embodiments 1 through 3, the color of the cover 5 is not
limited to smoke gray, and may also be brown, for example.

In addition, in Embodiments 1 through 3, separate to a matt
finish such as that described above, a surface treatment such
as hairlining, for example, may also be applied to the metallic
tone film 6.

Furthermore, a landing operating panel is shown in the
above examples, but the present invention can also be applied
to car operating panels, or position indicators that are
installed in a car or on a landing, for example. Because of this,
the displayed contents of the light-emitting display unit 4 are
not limited to direction of movement or position of a car, and
various modifications are possible. The present invention can
also be applied to cases in which a single light-emitting dis-
play unit 4 always performs switching on and off of an iden-
tical character.
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The invention claimed is:

1. An elevator display device comprising:

a light-emitting display unit;

a resin cover that is disposed in front of the light-emitting
display unit so as to cover the light-emitting display unit,
and that transmits light from the light-emitting display
unit; and

a metallic tone film that is disposed on the cover, that is
made of a nano-layered film that is optically designed to
have a metallic sheen, and that transmits the light from
the light-emitting display unit.

2. The elevator display device according to claim 1,

wherein the cover is smoke gray in color.

3. The elevator display device according to claim 2,

wherein a surface of the metallic tone film is matt finished.

4. The elevator display device according to claim 1, further

comprising a remote controller light-receiving portion inside
a space behind the cover, the remote controller light-receiving
portion receiving an optical signal from a remote controller
that is disposed externally.

10

15

6

5. The elevator display device according to claim 4,
wherein a remote controller operational state display portion
that performs a light-emitting display in response to a light-
receiving state of the optical signal at the remote controller
light-receiving portion is disposed on the light-emitting dis-
play unit.

6. An elevator display device comprising:

a light-emitting display unit;

a resin cover that is disposed in front of the light-emitting
display unit so as to cover the light-emitting display unit,
and that transmits light from the light-emitting display
unit;

a metallic tone film that is disposed on the cover, that is
made of a nano-layered film that is optically designed to
have a metallic sheen, and that transmits the light from
the light-emitting display unit; and

a maintenance light that illuminates inside a space behind
the cover.



